Paulie Basford
How many years have you taught?
31 years in Gahanna

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
I appreciate the changes in how we teach math, not as a set of skills to be mastered,
but as a beautiful topic within which we build conceptual understanding through
hands-on explorations of real world problems. I like that science classes are not a
bunch of facts to memorize, but an opportunity to dig deeper into science concepts with
hands-on experiences built from student-generated questions based on curiosity and
observations of the world around them. I like that we work on differentiating the
curriculum to meet the academic and emotional needs of all students. I am grateful that
we have left behind the days of "rules" and "consequences" posted on the walls of our
classrooms to understand social-emotional learning, to help students grow not just
academically, but in other just as, if not more, important ways. In other words, that we
say we are kid-centered, and that we truly mean it.
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
The kids!!!
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
State testing, meetings, paperwork.
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
The best memories are always the special relationships formed with students and
families. I have had the honor of teaching so many wonderful young people! I hope I
have made a positive impact on each of them, that they know how much I cared about
them then and still care about them today! I also remember how I used the Iditarod as a
teaching tool for many years. The kids were so invested in every aspect of it! It was
always exciting when the dog teams came to visit and demonstrate sledding. Mushing
around the fields behind Blacklick (before baseball fields and the service road) on a
super snowy day was an exciting experience! In addition, I will be ever grateful to all my
team members who supported, worked, and put up with me over the years. Finally,
being part of a staff opening a new school (Blacklick) under Dr. Phoebe Wienke, a
strong and inspiring leader, was a unique experience!
What does relaxation look like to you?
National Parks, Baseball Parks, Hiking, Biking, more time with my Grands
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
I need to see games, eat hot dogs, and drink beer in 17 more baseball parks. I have
many National Parks I need to hike and to explore. I will spend many hours biking new
trails around the country. My happy beach place is Ocracoke Island, NC. I hope to

spend several weeks there in September!
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
This is not when or how I had planned to retire. I had hoped for at least two more years.
This last year has taken a toll on me and many other educators. It suddenly dawned on
me that it may be time to step away from my beloved profession, but I have been
fighting the idea as I really love teaching. I didn't want to discuss the subject with
anyone! A few months ago I was reading Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince for the
7th time. (Yes, I am a huge fan!) The always wise Professor Albus Dumbledore helped
me gradually ease into the idea of retirement when, as he and Harry left the Dursley's
house, he turned and said, "And now Harry, let us step out into the night and pursue
that flighty temptress, adventure!" His words helped change my attitude.
Adventure...here I come!!

Jenny Palguta

How many years have you taught?
31 years in Gahanna and 3 years in Columbus

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
1.Student expectations and accountability (or lack thereof)
2. Computers being introduced and now being expected to use daily
3. Teachers not doing extra outside of the school day to see students in a different
setting
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
The talented students that I have had for many years! Singing with my students almost
every day. It is such a blessing to teach what I love outside of school also!!
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Grading and due dates-trainings, grades, plans, principals ridiculous expectations from
teachers and administrators making up work for us to do to make them look good.

Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
When my husband and I taught together at MSE the year we met and were dating, but
nobody knew, we had a 7th grade boy write a poem to me from my husband....Dear
Miss Allison (it started) then went on but said "your legs are like shimmering flag poles"
We have laughed about that for years!!
Having some of our students (about 30) sing at our wedding! We had cake with them
before we left for the reception. It was such a wonderful memory.
The Dinner/Theatre at MSS that I started the year the school opened. So much work but
what a learning experience for both the students and me through the years. I saw them
grow into young men and women every year as they had to serve food to their
parents/grandparents etc and put on a musical that took the entire quarter to prepare. I
have 28 years of those memories I will never forget!
What does relaxation look like to you?
Reading books for fun, going to the beach as much as possible and singing with groups
for fun!!
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Due to the pandemic nothing immediately, but we are planning to travel to Minnesota for
the OSU game in Minneapolis in September. Then, in January we are heading to
Florida for a week.
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Time flies when you are a teacher. It is truly hard to believe I have been doing what I
love for 34 years, but the best is yet to come!

Brenda Telecsan

How many years have you taught?
27 years in Gahanna and 9 years in Kentucky

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching

career.
internet (did not exist), cell phones (landlines), xerox copiers (mimeograph)
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
people (students and colleagues)
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
IEPs!!!!!!!!!
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
The last day of school walking 200 7th graders to the park; being dive bombed by bats
and chasing them out of the hallway at MSW; team teaching with great friends; sharing
a classroom with Karen Brown, Dan Bailey, Christine Christman; walking down the
hallway at Clark Hall and hearing "Mrs. Telecsan!" from former students
What does relaxation look like to you?
beach
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Isle of Palms and United Kingdom
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Thanks for the privilege of sharing the last 27 years with such a caring and dedicated
group of professionals! The families of Gahanna are fortunate to have you!

Deron Green
How many years have you taught?
4 years at Brookpark Middle School in South-Western City Schools
1 year at Fairmoor Elementary in Columbus City Schools
28 in Gahanna

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
1) Use of technology (We had film projectors and overhead projectors when I first
started!)
2) Textbooks not used as frequently
3) Students using social media

What do you or will you miss about teaching?

1) Feeling as though I have made a difference for staff and students
2) Meeting new families to Gahanna Middle School South
3) Camaraderie with staff
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
1) Testing organization and preparation as a guidance counselor
2) Scheduling
3) Trying to cover every base
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
A few of my best years at GMSS were when I taught sixth grade. I had an incredible
group of teachers to work with! We made teaching fun. I also was so fortunate to work
with many phenomenal principals and assistant principals. In addition, as a guidance
counselor, our office staff always found time to support each other and find time for
some humor even in the most difficult situations!
What does relaxation look like to you?
1) Being on a beach with my wife under an umbrella or watching a baseball game at
PNC Park in Pittsburgh
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
We travel to the gulf coast in Florida a couple of times a year
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
I truly will miss working with students and staff. My heart has always been there and I
still have a desire to do so in a different capacity. I enjoy helping teachers and students
immensely.

Virginia Davis

How many years have you taught?
I subbed in three districts before getting my first full time teaching position. My first job
was with Southwestern City School for 9 years. I was hired by Gahanna and have been

here for 24 years.

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Family dynamics, student work ethic and society in general.
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I will miss seeing the kids each day!
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
I will not miss dealing with extreme behavior issues.
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
I have done three music shows each year and those are definitely my best memories! I
love seeing the students work hard and achieve a finished production that they are
proud of!
What does relaxation look like to you?
Planning my activities on my own timetable!
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Some, depending on the current situation of Covid.

Diane Ballard
How many years have you taught?
3 districts in Iowa and 1 private school in Minneapolis
35 in Gahanna

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Technology- good and bad; citizenship has diminished; diversity has increased
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
My fabulous colleagues and making music with students.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Nonsense meetings and ill-fated recycling of "old" bad ideas that younger people think
are "new".

Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
Preparing the GLHS Bands for performances- 1992 MidWest Clinic performance,
OMEA Conventions and the annual OMEA State Finals.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Being able to eat lunch anywhere but my car and being able to use the restroom at will!
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Yes! Northern Georgia in August and many trips to see family and friends all over the
USA
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Thanks to the servanthood of GJEA! Stick together because our students and
community need you! I have adored being a teacher and would do it all again in a
heartbeat....after a good nap!

Kristi Dorn-Wachtel

How many years have you taught?
Springfield Shawnee H.S. 1984-85/ LHS- 35 yrs./Currently teaching at Cornerstone
Academy Annex, Westerville

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Technology has evolved from the old Apple II E to individual teacher laptops/ A,B, and C
buildings have become Lincoln, Hamilton, and Jefferson, and Clark Hall is now sitting
where a Kroger and Sunoco used to be:)
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I enjoy working with students who are struggling to try and help them be successful, and
knew I was not ready to stop teaching last year when I retired, so I am still teaching this
year.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?

Eventually... I think I will not miss the alarm going off at 5:30am.
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
Being able to teach in Clark Hall when it first opened and facilitating a new way for
students to access information and learn, Remembering when Joe Biden came to visit
GLHS as VP Biden, and sharing that experience with the students, Having the
opportunity to help plan and implement collaborative classes at GLHS and the joy of
getting to teach them with so many awesome teachers! But attending graduation and
watching former students walk across the stage and accept their diploma (even during
the pandemic:) and knowing how much they struggled and persevered to get there is
one of the greatest memories and culminating activities I will remember from GLHS.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Reading books for pleasure, practicing yoga, drinking coffee, meeting friends for a glass
of wine, and going for walks with my dogs- but not necessarily in that order!
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Just to Tennessee to visit my Dad and maybe Florida to visit my brother and family
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
When I retired from Gahanna in May 2020, I felt such sadness- not only because I WAS
retiring, but because of HOW I was retiring: not being able to say good-bye to my
students or my colleagues. It kind of felt like it really did not happen. Although it was not
the way I wanted to end my time at GLHS, I am so grateful for the years I taught there,
the students I met and worked with, and the incredible professionals with whom I taught
alongside for all of those years. 35 years is a long time to stay in one place, and I was
only able to do it because of the awesome students and teachers I was fortunate to
have met and worked with in the classroom. I knew I could not end my teaching career
with a pandemic, so I have continued my teaching career at a small charter school in
the area; but after having a year to reflect on my time at GLHS, I know it was a special
and supportive place to be and I grew as a professional and as a person because of the
positive experiences I had with students and staff. Having been a part of the LHS staff is
an honor that I will always cherish...
Lincoln Lion for Life:)

Kelly Shellhammer
How many years have you taught?
33 years. I’ve also taught in Grandview, Columbus, CSG

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Kids. Technology. Parents
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
Working with Kids and teaching them how to play their instruments, the styles of jazz
and the rewards of hard work.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Schedule changes, the busyness
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
They have all been moments of working with kids. Watching them succeed. Hearing
them perform.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Reading, riding bikes, doing puzzles and travelin
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
The southwestern US in September for starters!
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Focus on the kids. Even when you are stressed and frustrated. Love them. Guide them.
Enjoy them.

Becky Rader
How many years have you taught?
42 years -Gahanna Christian Academy and Congressional Schools of Virginia

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Female teachers wore dresses and skirts, Use of Corporal Punishment, Running copies
on Ditto Machines with purple ink, and there were no computers and internet for school
use

What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I will miss the students hugs and those ah-ha! moments---Interactions and friendships
with my colleagues, parents appreciating my efforts
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Paperwork, grading, meetings
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
School family festivals, celebrating after school-wide reading goals were met, planning
tea parties for mothers & daughters each spring for about 10 years, parent nights to
engage families in reading, watching students I taught when they were young grow up
and become successful and thank me for the impact I made on their lives.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Prayer & Meditation, Walking/hiking in a park, sitting on a seashore, reading a great
book
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
National Parks in the USA- Arizona, San Diego, CA, Mackinac Island, MI, Caribbean
Islands, Hawaii someday.
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Thank you for encouraging and supporting me throughout the many years. I am glad to
have been a part of Gahanna schools and community. The teachers and staff are
passionate about students and families, caring about more than just their education!
(Especially at Goshen Lane Elementary!) Now I pass the torch onto the next generation
of educators!

Tina Early
How many years have you taught?
A little over 30 years

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
~Lockdown drills
~Teacher evaluations
~Technology
What do you or will you miss about teaching?

"I will miss:
~ working and collaborating with an amazing staff
~ learning and laughing with my students
~ those light bulb moments when a student ""gets it"""
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
report cards and duty
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
I loved sitting on the rocker with the students gathered on the floor in front of me while I
read to them.
I enjoyed dressing up as the Grinch on Read Across America Day.
What does relaxation look like to you?
I love spending time with my family.
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Definitely! We plan to travel around the United States as well as Western Europe.

Cheryl Bower

How many years have you taught?
All 33 years in Gahanna (Chapelfield and Blacklick)

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
1. Technology - I remember when we received our first Apple IIe computer - one per
grade level. We could plug it in and project word-processing onto the movie screen.
2. We used film strip projectors, movie projectors, cassette tape recorders, VCRs and
tvs on carts. Now everything is streamed from a computer and projected onto a white
board.
3. Paychecks - Our principal hand-delivered a live check to each of us on pay-day AND personally thanked each of us for our work as he handed out the checks! Now

everything is direct deposited, with no contact from principals.
4. We had to really dig through the public library archives and create lessons and units
from our own creativity. There were no such things as Pinterest or Teachers Pay
Teachers.
5. We had to call the principal, who then called the sub caller, if we needed to be
absent. Now, teachers fill out their absentee requests on the computer.
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I miss working with the children and sharing my days with my colleagues.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Picture day
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
It was a once in a career opportunity to be able to help open a new school building
(Blacklick). Those early years were very exciting! I enjoyed being part of the committee
process when Gahanna moved from half-day to full-day kindergarten. And, I loved being
a Kindergarten cohort facilitator as we introduced the TCRWP Reading and Writing
Units of Study in the district.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Relaxation is when my to-do list is short, there aren't a lot of deadlines, and I can take a
nap on a Sunday afternoon without the worry of not being completely ready for Monday
morning!
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Yes! During the next 4 years we hope to spend some time in Europe, as our daughter
will be a vet student at the Royal Veterinary College in London.

Dave Palguta

How many years have you taught?
33
Other than Gahanna, have you taught anywhere else? Where?
I've taught kids at Kings Island, Cedar Point, The Wilds, Washington D.C., Williamsburg,
Six Flags, The Grand Tetons and Yellowstone National Park!

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Technology (film strip projectors to laptops for all), special ed inclusion, increased
pressure on students and staff during times of high stake testing!
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I will miss building relationships with students and staff and the excitement of waking up
to a snow-day! I will miss the camaraderie of the staff in times of crisis.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
I will not miss the required online courses teaching me about things such as blood
borne pathogens year after year after year..... I will not miss experiencing the emotions
felt when a student or staff member is taken from us too soon. I will not miss walking out
the end door, past the outdoor classroom and having the cold wind hit the left side of my
face as I walk by the corner of the building in the middle of winter.
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
Meeting Jenny at Middle School East and dating her with only 2 other people in the
building having knowledge of this for most of the school year was interesting to say the
least. We had numerous students trying to fix us up and one student in particular wrote
a love letter to Jenny on my behalf. It started out with this opening line: "Dear Miss
Allison, Your legs shimmer like flag poles!" It went on and on and ended with "Love, Mr.
Palguta" We announced our engagement at the end of the 1990-91 school year and
were married during spring break of 1992 and Jenny's 8th grade choir sang at the
wedding.
During the winter before we were married, some high school boys, who went to East,
but did not know who Jenny was, came up to us at the end of a varsity basketball game
and said: "Hey Mr. Palguta! We hear you be doin' the music teacher!" To which Jenny
replied "that would be me!" It was a classic moment that I will never forget!
Coaching basketball and track allowed me to get to know kids outside of school and
often I could see their confidence building as they became successful in their sport and
in the classroom. It is fun to win championships and set school records, but it is most
rewarding when students come back and tell me that I inspired them in some way that
will impact them forever. For Craig Belair, that meant he had to contact me to let me
know I inspired him to go into education to become a teacher! But, as important as that
was to him, it was more important for him to let me know he had turned 21 and he
wanted to drink a beer with his old coach!

What does relaxation look like to you?
Doing what I want, when I want and having the ability to travel out of "Peak Season".
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
I love to travel and that is why I will continue to be involved in the student trips to
Washington and Yellowstone. Personal travel will involve domestic and worldwide travel
with hopefully with our two daughters as much as possible. I share my parents
philosophy that I would rather travel and create experiences with family and friends than
to collect possessions. Our first planned experience, that we would most likely not do if
we were still teaching, will be to travel with my brother and Foster to Minnesota to watch
the Buckeyes as they open next season on a Thursday night right before Labor Day!
We will look to more worldly travel as the pandemic subsides.
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Being an educator has been an amazing experience! It definitely has it's ups and
downs, but I can honestly say, there are A LOT more ups than downs! Starting at Middle
School East as an Ohio State intern, I was blessed to have been mentored by some of
the absolute BEST educators around! I still look back at those amazing people and
thank God for having crossed our paths! I look at our current staff and I can honestly
say the future of Middle School East is as bright as ever! Thank you to all of my
colleagues throughout the years! You are incredible people!
Love Always!
Dave

Cheryl Kempf

How many years have you taught?
37 years. I taught at Newhope School in Mansfield, Ohio; Wood Lane Industries in
Bowling Green; Northeast School in Gahanna and my final stop was Gahanna Lincoln
High School where I found my home.

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Paperwork requirements, due process parents, most special needs students back in
their home schools.

What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I miss the students and my school family.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Dealing with challenging parents and the paperwork.
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
Performing magic at the MagiFest, trips to the Hocking Hills for end of the year school
trips, watching every student make small improvements throughout the year, celebrating
with all students the Spread the Word to end the Word campaign.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Relaxation to me would include water, sun, family, and beer. It can be a lake, the beach,
a pool, it doesn't matter. Add some fantastic music and some friends to that scenario
and I am in heaven!
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
My hope is to travel to all 50 states in the United States. My dream is to see Greece, the
Galapagos Islands, Australia, Iceland
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
I leave you with this quote by Herman Hesse: “Some of us think holding on makes us
strong, but sometimes it is letting go.” Leaving my career has been a difficult change. It
has so long been what has defined me. As I move forward in my retirement, I look for
new challenges, new ways to give to the community. Teaching has never been a regret.
It has blessed me in ways unimaginable to many people. I have never regretted my
decision to become a teacher. I miss it, I miss my GLHS family and I miss my students.
Now it is time to let it go and trust that those students we have touched in the past will
pick up our charge. Best of luck to them. If they are lucky enough to teach at Gahanna
Jefferson Public Schools they will always have the support they need from their peers,
the administration and the community to be successful.

Lisa Grooms
How many years have you taught?
35

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
The way parents are raising their kids. Discipline has gotten worse. The lack of respect
that students have towards their teachers and adults.

What do you or will you miss about teaching?
Getting to know all of my students. I loved teaching.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Teacher evaluations from the state. They do not prove if you are a good or mediocre
teacher.
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
Watching kids grasp a concept when they had to work so hard to figure it out. Working
with kids one on one and in small groups. Being able to teach outside and inside with
my job.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Reading a book or exercising.
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Yes, I want to travel. I want to visit all 50 states.
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
I love being retired! I miss teaching! I miss my students and friends.

John Snoad
How many years have you taught?
33 years.
Dublin Davis MS (1), Grove City HS (2), Antwerp HS (3), Napoleon HS (14), GLHS (13)

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Technology (just keeps getting better and always changing!) , Learning Styles, Lesson
Design to meet the needs of today's learners
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
The everyday interactions with the students (and the student-athletes I had the pleasure
to coach over the years). I have learned so much from them that it is immeasurable.
Some of the engaging discussions and debates we have had in my classes will stick
with me for a long time. The insight of a teenager is always an interesting thing! I also
will miss collaborating with my peers and developing some really in-depth material that
challenged students to think, take positions and justify themselves. As one of the old
dogs in the SS department at GLHS, I really gained incredible methodology from our

younger staff who assisted me in transforming my methods to fit today's learners.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
Testing mandates and OTES! Just let us teach and quit taking valuable classroom time
away from the kids!
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
First, I want to comment about one of the great things I have loved about teaching at
GLHS...the diversity of our student population is amazing. I have taught in some very
homogeneous environments. The diversity of Gahanna is refreshing and to have
students from all walks of life and backgrounds in one room has led to some incredible
moments in my classes. Being able to openly discuss social issues, conflicts and
stereotypes that draw student perspectives out even in the most uncomfortable and
politically charged discussions has been one of the best experiences of my career. It is
hard to find just a few moments. 33 years of teaching and coaching football has
afforded me more memories than I can attempt to recall. Like most, some of the
greatest memories are centered on those times when the students or athletes that you
may struggle to inspire and motivate, finally find their way and start to succeed,
eventually soaring to levels no one may have thought they could, not even themselves.
Of course, facing 9/11 with students was a time I will never forget either. Teaching in a
pandemic is a memory that will never fade. I think we all discovered the extent of our
abilities to be flexible, adapt and change. And I will most definitely miss my comrades in
arms, both classroom teachers and all the coaches I had the honor to work with.
What does relaxation look like to you?
Somewhere on a Beach, Sippin' Something Strong...with Toes in the Water and Ass in
the Sand (to quote a few of my favorite sons)
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Yes. Sherri and I are travel junkies. Hiking the Grand Canyon in August...rim to rim and
back in 2 days. We will venture all over the west and hope to head back to Europe
soon.
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
Nothing yet...I hope retirement opens up the door to something entirely new. I do love
fitness, strength training and this may come as a shock to those who know me, but I am
a certified yoga instructor. Plan to teach wherever we end up.

Chris Linnabary
How many years have you taught?
33 years. I’ve taught in Hamilton Local Schools and Gahanna

List at least 3 things that have changed during your teaching
career.
Curriculum, discipline procedures, classroom design
What do you or will you miss about teaching?
I will miss my colleagues and students.
What do you or will you NOT miss about teaching?
I will not miss completing elementary report cards
Describe a few of your favorite teaching memories.
My favorite teaching moment is when I am helping a child in math and you see "the light
bulb go off."
What does relaxation look like to you?
Relaxation will be sitting on my screened porch looking out at the lake.
Do you plan to travel? Where will you be going?
Yes, my first trip will be to the beach. In the fall, I will be taking a trip to California to visit
my daughter (my first trip to CA).
Please include any retirement thoughts here.
I have loved teaching in Gahanna. It has been wonderful raising my children in this
community with the caring teachers we have, too.

