
 Lily Eskelsen Garcia, President of NEA was 

the keynote speaker at the OEA RA. Her 

speech focused on the attacks on Public Educa-

tion along with the testing frenzy that we not 

only see in Ohio but is happening all over the 

nation. Some of the other highlights of her 

speech were that we are in an era of “Toxic 

Testing” and this is one of the tools being used 

to attack public education and make educators 

and our children feel like failures. This opposi-

tion to public education is very organized and 

moves in a purposeful manner. They always 

used the word reform which is a code word for 

needed change because what is being used in 

not working. Always using the word “Failure” 

in front of public schools to demoralize educa-

tors and the system in which we work. They are 

working to privatize education because they see 

a way of taking the $500 billion spent on edu-

cation and place it in the hands of private busi-

ness through  “For Profit Charter Schools”. 

They are also very good at blaming all of these 

failures on the “Bad Teacher”. In fact, they are 

very good at saying over and over again that the 

“Failed Public Schools” are the direct result of 

“Bad Teachers”. These teachers are lazy and 

are protected by unions. This is nothing but a 

way to demoralize you as an educator and 

blame you for all the problems of public 

schools. It is the teacher’s fault that children 

come to school not prepared for school. It is 

your fault that children come to school hun-

gry. It is the teacher’s fault that children are 

having problems at home and are not ready 

nor care about school. The only organization 

fighting on our behalf is NEA and OEA. You 

must recognize that organizations like ALEC 

have a goal to get rid of unions because they 

know that if they get their way, this will open 

the door for the take-over of public schools. 

What these organizations are planning is to do 

away with fair share. They want to implement 

merit pay and get rid of payroll deduction of 

dues. If this is allowed, money donated to 

support pro public school legislators will be 

eliminated. Your job is hard now; imagine if 

you had no one fighting on your behalf.  

If we are looking to improve education, we 

need to look at what is considered in the best 

education systems in the world. In Finland, 

Canada and Singapore school districts do not 

place their emphases on standardized testing 

attaching it to teacher’s pay. They are union-

ized and believe that educators are the experts 

and respect their opinion in needed changes. 

There is no “Teach for Finland”. They also 

value training of educators and placing teach-

ers at the top of all respected professions. In 

Finland, it is harder to be accepted in school to 

become an educator than getting accepted into 

Law School.  
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   One of the benefits that not many teachers in 

Gahanna are taking advantage of is the Federal 

Spending Account (FSA). Right now is the time 

to set up the account before the first of the year. 

This account is pre-tax dollars that can be used 

for the money we pay out of pocket for the co-

pays at medical appointments & pharmacy, 

glasses/contacts and even child care at an ac-

credited agency.  

How does an FSA work? You fill out paper-

work at CO with Kay to have a certain amount 

taken out of each paycheck. As you spend the 

money on the above items, send your receipts 

to Take Care and they will send you a check 

for the amount you have spent. It saves you a 

lot of money each year in taxes on money you 

are spending for these items already. 

Here is what to be careful of: You must make 

a good guess to what you will spend on these 

items for the entire year within $500. If you 

don’t use what is in the account by December 

31st and there is more than $500 left, you will 

12/22 Break Begins  

12/25 Christmas Day 

12/26 Kwanzaa Begins 

1/1 Happy 2015! 

1/5 Professional Dev.  

1/6 Classes Resume  

1/8 Bd of Ed @ 6:30 PM 

Mark Your Calendar: 
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GJEA Board of Directors Meetings 

4:00 PM at the LHS Library 

 

All 

members 

are 

welcome 

to attend! 

January 21 

February 18 

March 18 

April 15 

May 13 

Free Money  



          

5 of 8 rules 

– What is 

the 5 of 8 

Rule?  The 

State School 

Board wants 

to gut the 

rule to give 

local control 

back to local 

school 

boards. OEA 

is not in 

support of this change because it is impor-

tant that all children get a well-rounded 

education.  If this section is eliminated, dis-

tricts will no longer have minimum stan-

dards to provide Art, Music, Physical Edu-

cation, School Nursing, Counselors, Librari-

ans and Social Workers to school age chil-

dren. Even though Gahanna Jefferson is not 

in danger of eliminating these programs, 

we have watched our Physical Educa-

tion, Music departments & Media Spe-

cialists dwindle because of changes in 

State Law.  

House Bill 343 – passed the house and 

is now waiting in the Senate. This is a 

bill that clarifies the new graduation 

requirements which is supported by 

OEA. There was an amendment in 

which included the statutory elimination 

of the minimum salary schedule and 

make it easier to allow for merit pay. 

This amendment was dropped because 

of people like you who called and wrote 

their legislators.  

House Bill 597 – Replaces Common 

Core Standards with Massachusetts Edu-

cational Standards and later will replace 

it with new Ohio Standards. Even 

though this is not expected to pass, there is a 

movement nationally to remove these stan-

dards.  

House Bill 228 – Limits time for standard-

ized testing to four hours. This will not 

solve the problem but it is a good start. We 
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Legislative Report 

Legislative Updates  

T H E A D VO C AT E  

   Over $900 million dollars have been di-

verted from public schools to charter 

schools in which many are failing.  Gahanna 

has lost $1.4 million to charter schools. The 

word needs to get out to the citizens of 

Gahanna. Please refer to Knowyourchar-

ter.com for more evidence of your tax dol-

   Becky Higgins OEA President also 

spoke about the need to reach across 

the political aisle to get things done. 

OEA is made up of 30% Democrats, 

30% Republicans and 30% independ-

ents and we need to represent all of our 

members. We need to support and 

work for anyone that is for strong pub-

lic schools no matter their affiliation 

and we need to stop labeling people.  

There are some concerns that we have 

and those include a chance that the U.S 

Supreme Court may strike down Fair-

share which could cause a dramatic 

drop in membership. Continued attacks 

on Collective Bargaining Rights and 

Right to Work could undermine 

teacher’s rights.  Also, there is a con-

cern that the Ohio’s Legislature will 

ban the collection of dues through payroll 

deduction. This could cause a drop in mem-

bership and weaken our organization.  She 

talked about what is happening with testing 

as she explained “You are there for your 

students in good times and bad because you 

care for them and want to make a difference 

in their lives. I have heard from teachers on 

my listening tour who tell me how stressed 

they are and how "reformers" have sucked 

the joy out of teaching. Many students have 

quit trying and it can be tracked back to 

overtesting.” 

President Higgins is also striving for an 

organization that values its member’s needs. 

She wants members to understand that OEA 

is more than someone who bargains for 

salaries and benefits but is an organization 

      During the RA this past Saturday, OEA 

Vice President Scott DiMauro gave the 

legislative update which focused on the 

fight against over-testing, proposed 

changes to the "5 of 8" rule, the successful 

fight against the proposed provision in 

House Bill 343 that sought to eliminate 

minimum salary requirements for teach-

ers. In addition, he discussed House Bill 

642, House Bill 487, and proposed 

changes in the Federal Medicaid rules 

that would threaten the ability of OEA 

members to provide quality services for 

DD students. On the horizon is the up-

coming state budget's public education 

funding and the threat of future attacks 

    The following people attended the 

OEA RA as delegates this past Saturday 

December 6th: 

Matt Anderson (MSS), Jim Birath 

(LHS), Lindsay Dexter (LE), Sarah Han-

son (LE), Paige Harding (MSE), 

Dwayne Marshall (LHS), Joan Miller 

(MSE,MSS,MSW), & Dave Palguta 

(MSE). 

The delegates at the RA determine 
OEA policy and objectives. Never 
heard of it?  
Here's some background: 
The Representative Assembly (RA) is 

the policy-making body of the Asso-

ciation. The OEA RA meets semi-

annually in the fall and spring in Co-

lumbus, OH to establish Association 

policies and objectives, elect officers, 

establish dues, adopt Association 

budget, adopt/evaluate a legislative 

program, act on resolutions, act on 

new business items and conduct nec-

essary business. The RA is comprised of 

members who have been elected as dele-

gates to represent their local associa-

tions. Any member is welcome to attend 

the OEA RA as a guest, but only duly 

elected and reported delegates may de-

bate and vote according to OEA Constitu-
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