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 Charter Schools  The Ohio Education Association called on the United States 
Department of Education to withhold a grant of $32.5 million to the Ohio Department of Education for new charter schools until an independent investigation of ODE’s charter school data-scrubbing has been conducted.  “It’s very hard to have a confidence in ODE’s ability to serve as a fair and impartial evaluator of charter school operations in light of what happened in the effort to mask the poor performance of online 
schools, “ said Becky Higgins, president of OEA. “An independent 

investigation would help restore the public’s faith that ODE is 

capable of acting in the best interest of Ohio’s students.” 

OEA also urged the United States Congress to include Ohio Senator 

Sherrod Brown’s Charter School Accountability Act in the 

reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Act (ESEA).  This 

was previous known as No Child Left Behind. The bill would 

strengthen charter school accountability and transparency and 

increase community involvement. 

This has come about because members of ODE’s staff removed 

failing charter schools data in order to boost the Charter School’s 

State Report Card. OEA is calling for an independent investigation 

in the manner.  
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Mark Your Calendar: 

November 1– Set Your Clocks Back   

November 3 – Election Day  

November 9 – Professional Development   

November 11- Veteran’s Day 

November 12 – Board of Education Meeting, Clark Hall, 6:30 
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Issue 1 

(Gerrymandering)  

Issue 1 would create a bipartisan 

process for drawing legislative 

districts throughout Ohio. Issue 1 

is a bipartisan effort to solve the 

gerrymandering problem in Ohio. 

OEA supports Issue 1 and strongly 

ask members to vote yes.  

 

How does the GJEA Board of Directors Work? 

All site managers that represent you from your 

building and officers are elected by the membership 

every 2 years per our constitution. We will have an 

election this year in March for the next 2 years. The site 

mangers bring items of importance from their building 

to our monthly meetings.  There is always an open 

forum for discussion to find out if other buildings are 

experiencing the same situation or if it is just one 

building. The board may direct the president to speak 

with administrators or the superintendent depending 

on the situation.  

Jenny Palguta, GJEA President, organizes the agenda 

and chairs each meeting. She does not vote nor control 

any vote that is brought to the board. The board votes 

on the action they want taken on your behalf.  If there 

is a certain item that you want brought to the GJEA 

Board of Directors, please speak with your site 

manager. Any member may request an action but only 

a voted representative may vote on an issue.  The 

entire Board of Directors is elected by you-the 

membership- to act as your representatives.  

We have and will always encourage as many of you that 

would like to be involved to see how this process 

works by attending any of our monthly meetings 

throughout the school year.  If you would like a vote on 

the board, consider running to be an officer or site 

manager in March. 
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Which Board Candidates Should 

I Support? 

 

The following information is reprinted from 
Central OEA/NEA. The following are endorsements from local associations:  Groveport- Madison Local Association   Maria McGraw  Chris Snyder Marysville Education Association   Sue Devine  Amy Powers Reynoldsburg Education Association  

 Debbie Dunlap 

 Neal Whitman 

 Rob Truex 

Westerville Education Association  

 Richard Bird 

 Gerrie Cotter 

Elections are on Tuesday, November 3  

 

 

Charter school reform is now the law of 
the land. OEA calls it an important first step in overhauling Ohio’s troubled charter schools. It now falls on the Ohio Department of Education to make sure sponsors and operators of charter schools fulfill their mission and provide positive educational outcomes for Ohio’s students. It should be noted that the passage of this law was a strong bipartisan effort. The Ohio Education Association, Innovation Ohio 

and Progress Ohio also supported 

House Bill 2. These groups do not often 

see eye to eye on public school issues.  

 

House Bill 2 

 

Negotiations 

Surveys will be sent to your personal emails within the next couple of weeks. We cannot use school 

emails because of privacy issues. Please take the time and submit your personal email address on the 

following link: tinyurl.com/gjeasurvey  

It is very important that your voice is heard through the survey. If we cannot provide solid numbers to 

the board’s negotiations team, this can hurt our efforts in getting a fair and equitable contract. This 

link will also allow you to sign up for Remind to receive updates from Jenny Palguta.  
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LPDC Reminder 

Do you have a question about your teaching license? Will you need to renew your 

teaching license in 2016? Our Local Professional Development Committee (LPDC) can 

answer all license-related questions with all related information now located on the 

GJPS Staff Intranet. Just look in the left column and scroll down to “Human Resources.” 

Then click on the “LPDC” link. All current LPDC forms – including IPDI and CEU requests 

are now located at this site.  Committee members are Chair Angela Potts (LHS), 

Rhonda Wamsley (MSS), Sandy Nicholson (BL), Devin Anderson (CO) and Mickie 

Sebenoler (CO).  

 

Endorsements National Education Association has endorsed Hillary Clinton for President during the primary 
elections only. NEA reserves the right to endorse a different candidate during the General Elections. The endorsement came as a result of 75% of State Presidents and NEA Board of Directors supporting the endorsement. All candidates from both the Republicans and Democratic parties were invited to interview with NEA. Only the Democrats chose to interview. It should be noted that OEA President Becky Higgins voted no because of the lack of discussion with membership.  The National Education Association’s political action committee, the NEA Fund for Children and Public Education, and the Ohio Education Association's Fund for Children and Public Education (FCPE) have 

endorsed Ted Strickland for the U.S. Senate. 

“Ohio educators are proud to endorse Ted Strickland for the U.S. Senate,” said OEA President Becky 

Higgins. “He is a proven champion of sound education policies. As Governor, Ted Strickland sought to 

ensure that every child had access to a quality education; regardless of where they live or what school 

they attend. As a member of Congress, he was an early skeptic of the proliferation of standardized 

testing. We are confident that he will continue to provide a much-needed voice for hard-working 

Americans, and will serve the best interests of educators and students in Congress.” 

It should be noted that DUES will NOT and CANNOT be used to support candidates. This would be 

breaking both Federal and State Laws. Monies raised directly from members donations are used to 

support endorsed candidates and issues that support public education. In the past, these donations 

have supported both Democrats and Republicans for their platforms that include Strong Public 

Schools.  

 


